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Figure 6.  Graph showing declining coal production in West
Virginia counties where cumulative tonnage is greater than 500
million tons.

Figure 3.  Graph showing increasing coal production in Eastern
Kentucky and Virginia counties where cumulative tonnage is greater than
500 million tons.

Figure 5. Graph showing variable coal production in Pennsylvania
counties where cumulative tonnage is greater than 500 million tons.

Figure 4.  Graph showing increasing coal production in West Virginia
counties where cumulative tonnage is greater than 500 million tons.
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EXPLANATION

Production during maximum year
(1899 to present, tons in millions).

Table 1. Coal production for major producing counties by State

MAXIMUM ANNUAL COAL PRODUCTION BY COUNTY

The map on sheet 2 illustrates the maximum amount of coal that
was produced in any one year, by county (table 1).  Most of the coal
in the Appalachian basin has been produced from relatively few
counties in three general locations (supply regions).  These major
supply regions, or "sweet spots" occur in (1) southwestern
Pennsylvania; (2) southern West Virginia, eastern Kentucky, and 

During the current (third) cycle of increased coal production in the
Appalachian basin, only seven major coal-producing counties
(those with greater than 500 million tons cumulative production),
including Greene County, Pa.; Boone, Kanawha, Logan, Mingo,
and Monongalia Counties, W. Va; and Pike County, Ky; exhibit a 
general increase in coal production (figs. 3, 4, 5).  Other major 
coal-producing counties either have declined to a small percentage
of their maximum production or are maintaining a moderate level
of production annually (figs. 3, 5, 6).  In general, the areas with
current high coal production either have large blocks of coal that
are  suitable for mining underground with highly efficient longwall
methods, or are occupied by very large scale, relatively low cost
surface mining operations.

southwestern Virginia; and (3) to a lesser extent, Alabama.
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This map was printed on an electronic plotter directly from digital files.
Dimensional calibration may vary between electronic plotters and between X and
Y directions on the same plotter, and paper may change size due to atmospheric
conditions; therefore, scale and proportions may not be true on plots of this
map.

For sale by U.S. Geological Survey, Map Distribution, Box 25286, Federal
Center, Denver, CO 80225, 1-888-ASK-USGS

Available on World Wide Web at http://pubs.usgs.gov/

Any use of trade, firm, or product names in this publication is for descriptive pur-
poses only and does not imply endorsement by the U.S. Government.

USGS
Note: This image is not an authoritative representation of the data.


